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Our presatation shows the badges of the maj@ermanunits which were deployed in our arder a

long time since 1956Viost of these units disbanded in the last two decaddse badges present a

long history of themodernGermanpostwar amy and arforce which were estalished as the forces

of the Federal Republicf@sermanysince 195.

From the beginning this part of German military history also took place in our area, which we call
aaNYaGdSNIIIyR®Pa ¢KS YAfAGFNE KA&QG2WNatithean200d & NS I A
years ago when Germanic tribes successfully resisted to Roman occupation. This presentation

focuses on the last 60 yeais.this timethe military history of this regiohasalsobeenwritten by

allied forces who came as enemibsit scon became new partners. Especially Brifisites were

deployed in Northinine-Westphalia(NRW) a new federal state which was founded by the British in

1946 and became a part of the new Federal Republic of Germany inNB¥9.united two different

areas ad peoplefromi KS wKAYyS ! NBI Ay (KS ¢Sad FyR | yOASyd
belongs to the Westphalian part and can be identified on a map by its capital Mlnster in the centre,
Borken and Bocholt in the west, Rheine in the north, Warendottié east and Ahlen and DUlmen in

the south. The administrational district of Munster (one of five in NRW) also comprises some cities in

the industrial area, although cities like Gelsenkirchen arekiRejhausen are not regardedpart of

the traditionala a Ny a 0 SNI | Y Ra& @

From the military point of view this area was part of a rear zone behind the defence sectors along the
inner German border in the decades of theld waid Lines of communication for reserves and
f23AaGA0a LI aaSR a aimgbdaintSINTCIred Befwedn Riter Rhike/atils R (1 K
Atlantic Ocean to the defencgectorsnext to the Iron Girder. The NATO jets of the airbases on both

sides of the border betweeGermany and the Netherland&elgium regularly trained low level strike

attacl a FyR y20 Fff AyKFoAGl yiat KNS DraNNR/SIRI SANE FHyaR alF - gal
important deployment area fok Army Corps (GE&nd 7th armoured divisiofGE) A lot of supply

stocks had their sites next to the Dutch border. Minster was one obitygest garrisons of the

British Army of the Rhine. The western belt of NATO ground based air defence, which was
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established with Nike Hercules SAM missiles since &Ly i I £ f | ONRaadwast a Ny & (i S NI
operated by batteries of the Roylletherlandsand the German airforaeThe nuclear strategy of

NATO also meant that allies owned dual capable weapon system which could be equipped with

nuclear war heads under ktsistody. So US Field Artillery Detachments arrived in the 1960ies and

special weapons @&t had to be erected. In the 1980iegularlyUSforces moved to Northern

Germany and took part in field training exercises. So a structure for War Host Nation Support was
organized.

The end of thexold wadand the German unificatiom 1990meant a fundamental change of

military structures. The problem of defence along the Eastern border no longer existed. Gradually the
number of military units was reduced and nowadays the map ofayepéntA yMinsli S NI Has/ R &

become white. The armgampsat DUlmen Borken, Coesfeld and Rheine were abandoned after

2000. 19th brigade disbanded. The British forces left MUrigt@014 There are no airforce units

with fighters or missiles any longer. Many storage sites were closed. Mnster is still the Headqua
ofaNATQcorps 6 dzii 6 AGK2dzi Fyeée GNR2LIAP® ¢KS 2yfée oaNBFfa
reconaissance battailon at Ahlen. It was a great surpvisen the USorces followed the British

army in the depot of Dulmeappropriate to the recent changes political and military situatiom

Europe.

So the presentation of the badges may illustrate a 60 yparod of changelnformation about US

forces and the military camp of DUlmen are printed in red.

The following units are shown in this presentatidiot all of them existed at the same time.

Seelst line:

Munster was the home dfiQI Army CorpgGerman) which was transformed into thelQ of the
GermanDutch Army Corp#n 19% (see second badge)he building is next to the old [zce of the
bishops of Mlnster who hadruled this area until 1803l Army CorpgGE)had peace time control
over five mechanizedr armouredGerman Divisiongo 1, 3, 6, 7, 11ij) the area oNATO’s
Northern Army GroulNORTHA@GNdAFNORTH"s subcommantiNDJU{BalticApproaches In case
of warthe Corps hd to defend a sector along the inner Germagrdter in Northern Germany
between the Dutch and British sectdl and Il Army CorpgGEhad their sectors in the medium and
southern part of WesGermany.

Today he modern Dutch/German Corps has become one of the maibilernational NATO
headquartergo lead land operations. There are no major units unitepermanentcontrol in peace
time. A staff and support unit is deployed in Eibergen (NL) and Miitaedorf.

The followingblue emblems belonged t61Q Air Force Suppoommand(North) Minster, which
dishandedin the 1990ies antHQ Air Force TransportatioBommandMnster, which has now been
transferred tothe JointEuropean Air Force Transportation Command at Eindhoven TR&$e two
headquarters had their origin in the former headquarter of German Airforce Group North at Minster
which organizedour air divisions withall wings, airdefence and support unitstbg airforce in the
northern half of West Germany in the 50ies and 60ies. Operational control was performed by NATO
headquarters and nidoy the headquarter at MiinsteBy 1970 German airforce was reorganized into
a new divisional structure which fitted bettérto the NATOGsoperational @ttern and the
headquarter at Miasterbecameonly responsible for support of the German airforce in the North. A
second headquarter in thairforce campat RichthofenstraR3evas established to organize air
transportation ofthe whole airforce.

See2nd line:

800 Logistical Support Commaii Lingen comprised a numbef ammunition and equipment
stocks in the northwest of Germany. In our region sites were at OchtipausLiinten,SelmBork,
Olfen,CoesfeldLette, Rheine and Saerbe&aerbeck ammmition site also stored supply for
USForces.



15 Army HelicopterRegiment had ts airfield at RheineBentlage with CH 35.8y 2013he
regiment disbanded, watransferred to the German Airforce and deployed at othéfieldsin
Germany.

36 Tactical Fighter Wiri¢ater renamed 72 Fighter Winad its cammt Rheine andirbase at
HopstenDreigwalde (Equipment: F 84 Thunderstreak until 1966, F 104 G Starfightet @ird, F 4
Phantom until 2006)By 200the wing wadransformed into a training unit fathe remaining
Phantoms in the German Airforcéhe airbase at Dreierwalde was closed in 2@B¥ween 1967 and
1972 the wing had a nuclear role supporteddPetachment 50th Tactical Fighter WiiSS)

21 Battalion Airdefenceoperatedfour MissileBatteriesNike Hercule$19621987) resp. six Patriot
Batteries (19822002)in Westphalia. ie HQ wasit M6hneseenear Soest. German Airforce missile
sitesof 21 bnin our region were placed near Datteln and EnnigeigbéstkirchenUntil the mid
eighties tirther airdefence missile sites in our regiaith Nike Herculesvere provided byl2 Missile
Groupof the RoyalNetherlands’Airforceat Schoppingen angheineBentlage The Nikes at
Ennigerloh, Schdppingem@ RheineBentlage could be eqpped with nuclear warheadsnder US
custody supported b$08 USFAD (Schoppingen, Bentlage) and 66 USFAD (Mdhnesee, Ennigerloh
.SAY3 SHdALIWSR gAGK GKS at | Ghdfabistayed on N$ites T Sy OS a @
Westphalia until 2002 and then moved amew garrisomearthe Baltic Sea.

The personnel 0f12 Section Airforce Signadd Minstermanned the communication centres and
a great number of small signal relay sites of the German airfarbrth-West Germany

331 local defence commanalt Miinster: theselocalcommands were responsible forilitary
security, nbewarning, reserve personnahd civiliammilitary cooperation in a limited area . Abo8®
of these local commands coverédesternGermany andlisbandedoy 1994. They were also
responsible to support the activities of reservists in their afidee badge of 331 command has now
become the emblem of our regional reservist group (Reservistenverband Kreisgruppe Munster).

33 districtdefence commandat Miinster washe superior HQ for théocal defence commands at
Minster (no 331)Rheine (no 333) Borken (no 334) and Recklmghausen (no 335) with similar
functions. Itsareawasg K | S OF f f, sea thd\gyeanimBiNthelprédRitatbn. Reserve
units for local defence and support were available for the district command and the local commands
in case of war. Then these units would have been filled with resefistdocal commands
commanddisbandedin 1994. 33 district command merdevith 35 district command in Augustdorf
in 1996, which existed in this form until 2007.

The district commands and local commands belongegiseperatepart of the German army which
secured what German military calletérritorial defenced Territorialdefence organized military
security, bridgingand support in the rear combat zone and cooperation with civilian authorities. It
cared forsupply, medical services and reserve personnel for the first line units of German defence.
Territorial defence was urat national control in peace and war, but contributed a lot to NATO’s
operability.

There were a lot of headquarters on different levedsrespondingo civiianadministration
structures They hadgome active unitsit their disposalike signals, enginesy logistics and military
police but the majority of units had tde filledwith reservists After mobilization he German
territorial defence could field a great number of infantry, engineers and also some armour and
artillery. By 198%bout 64.000active military personnel belonged to territorial defence, but in case
of war the strength could rise to 450.000 which was one third of German faftersmobilization

The local and regional headquarters of this branch also cooperated with allied fortes.1980ies

a programmeof War Host Nation Support for LFbrces was startedithin the frame of territorial
defence. German reserve units with&&uipment were organized to support tFeserves which
could be moved to NATCentral front in GermanySee baiw.

In about 1990 one of the twarmy schools for norcommissioned officersvas formed at Minster
Handorf.It gradually disbanded irrecenttime in favour ofof a similar school in Eastern Germany
The green badge is similar to one in the following lines, see below.

The last badge in line 2 isfrom Sportschule der Bundeswerlat Warendorf This renowned
institution has become the central spots academy of the German forcesth many sportsfacilities.
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.See3rd line:

11 logistical regimenat RheineGellendorf was formed in the midineties as a headquarter for
different supply, transportation ashmainenance units. It continued the adition and function ofa
similarlogisticalheadquarter ofl Army corpsThe regiment and its units disbanded by 2008der
O2yGNRf 2F GKA& NBIAYSYyd 6SNBX

110battalion supply RheineGellendorft y R X

170battalion transportation at RheineBentlage

333local defence commandt Rheine see above

On the right you see the differefiattalions of19 mechanized brigadwith its headquarter at
Ahlen. The white horse on red field in its badge is the symbol of 7th armoured division with 19, 20
and 21 brigads in Westphalia. Theorsewasthe traditional emblem of the old Saxon trilaich
settled in Westphalia in thearly Middle AgesDuring thea @d war eradthe divisionaheadquarter
was placed at Unnandlater it moved to DUsseldoidind merged with the headquarter for territorial
defence of NRW. In war time planningr division was a reserve force for NATO s Northern Army
group and could backbone tieerman Britishor Belgium forces in their corps secso¥ Division
disbanded in 20060nly 21 armoured brigade at Augustdorf remained afte2Cayearsprocess of
military transformation and reductia 19 Brigade at Ahlen disbanded in 2002the present a
mixedbattalion of groundreconaissance has been formed at Ahlen under 21 brigade’s command. It's
number 7continues tradition oformer 7 division. The following dges belonged &

192battalion mechanized infantryat Ahlen When 19 brigade left the order of battle in 2002, the
unit became a part of 21 armoured brigade, llisbandedin 2006

193battalion mechanized infantryat MunsterHandorfwas transformed into a reservenit by
1990 to formthe school for noacommissioned officers, see above. So the badgélseofchool and
193 bn were similar. Botbattaliord ¢ SNB Slj dzA LILISR A G K GKS | N¥Y2 dz2NEBR

19 brigade also had soe independent units on company level (headquartengineers, anti
tank, supply, maintenanceat Ahlen and MiunstefHandorfwhich are not listed with their emblem.

See4th line:

110battalion field artillery was formed at Dulmen by 19#hdbecamethe cadre of two reserve
bataillons for artillery ofl Army CorpgGE) The last battery of 10 battaliondisbanded in 1986. It
was first equipped with light howitzers 105 mm and thesed the selpropelled 175 mrguns
M 107 whichhad beernreplaced by morenodern equipment in divisional artillery.

110battalion maintenanceat Coesfeld, Rheine and Weselsresponsible for electronicand
other special equipment (for example Lance missile system)

120battalion maintenanceat Rheine andilmenmaintained vehicles. While 120 bn disbanded by
1997, 110 bn survived until 2@under command of 1logistical regiment.

334 local defence commanat Borken, see above

335 local defence commanat Recklinghausen, see aboteK S | NBI 2 F qgendda/ig 0 SNI | v
a rural area, but the administrational district of Mlinster also comprises some cities in the industrial
area like Rcklinghausen and Gelsenkirchen and so territorial defence of these cities was under care
of 33 district command Miinster. This almeantmentoringand support for a great number of
reservists in these populated areas.

The next badge stands fap 3 War Host National Support Commanehich had to support 13th
Corps Support Command (US) in case of ezording to defence war planniti Army Corps (US)
should move to strengthen NAT@fence in Northern Germanyhestaff unitof 3 WHNSommand
was placed at Cologne, but the equipment of its reserve undtsstored at sites imMUinsterlandy,
like Dulmen (431 bn medical transportatipnOchtrup SelmBork and MiunsterHandorf. There was a
small centre at the army camp Bobrken, where German reserviseceived trainingvith
USequipment.The organization afio 3 WHNSommand was not completeaind the political and
military change after 1989 meant disbanding these structwnred 1997,



Rght to the map follows the badge @1 mixed battalion of mechanized infantryat Ahlen. The
units of thisbattalionwere divided among the othdyattalions of 19 brigade. Thbeattaliononly
became operational in exercises.
194battalion armour at MiinsterHandorfg | & S1j dzA LILJISR A GK YI Ay ol GGt S
195battalion field artillery at MlinsterHandorf was equipped with 18 gun systems M 109 G.
194 and 195 bn disbanded during the first step of military reductions by 1993.

Seeb5th line

The badge with two guns and tleenblem of Dilmen symbolizésnction and military tradition of
7 Regiment Artilleryat Dilmen It formed divisional artillery of 7 divisiolts headquarter battery
controlled71 battalion field artillery (155 mm, 203 mm) at Dulmeéf® battalion artillery at
Wuppertal, then Weselvith light and mediunmultiple rocketlaunchersand 73 battalion battlefield
observationat DlImen.Until 197072 battalon had been deployed at Dilmen with Honest John
rockets 7 battery light infanterysupportedprotection of the nuclear capacitiesn peace time it had
to safeguard thespecial weapons ammunition si(8ASat Visbecka few kilometres south of
military campSt-Barbaraat Dilmen. Nuclear custody was provided3dyDetachment Field Artillery
(US. All visitors of Dllmen can still see the signal tower for nuclear communications as a landmark of
former army camp St-Barbara 1992 the nuclear role of 7 regiment finishé€eH 47 U&hinook
helicopterspicked up the nuclear warheads at SAS VisbEokdualcapableselfpropelled
howitzers M110 (203 mm) were withdrawn and 71 andb@&alionformed a mixed unit for
observation and fire supporBy 1999 thisnew 71battalion field artillery received the modern self
LINR LISt £ SR K2 g A (1 SNIbutanly foné fe® WekriHQzragimenSartilenvandité
missile lattailon (no 150with MLRSt Wesel)isbandedin 2002 71 kattailon lostits gunsand
became a unit for battlefield observation @oesfeld unl it disbanded in 2008.

A second divisional regiment wasegiment army air defencat BorkenBy 1982he aging air
defence systems M 42 Duster were repldty the modern air defence gun systsm DS LJF NRda 2 Y
d_eopard frvehiclesLy A G&a f1ad @SINAR GKS NBIAYSyld NBOS
aal NRSNIX GNF O1SR @SKMQI0Ba> odzi AlG a22y RAAOGL

The following badges represent signal units Afmy CorpgGE) which werel10battalion signals
and 130battalion signalsat Coesfeld. 110attalioninstalled and manned mobile communications
centres and 12@attalioncould install a mobileperational battlefield network of communication.
Both battalions were replaced by a mixed German/Dutch unit for communication and information by
2000.

731battalion light infantry was a reserve unit for territorial defence and placed at a dejietia
Greven north of Munstelin case of war it would have protected military objects and observed the
area of 33 district commandLike many infantry units its emblem prefers green colours. Other
branches prefer red (artillery) or blue (logistics or ait).In this presentatiory31 bnstands for a
ANBI G ydzYoSNI 2F aAy@ArAaArof Sa NBASNDS dmghiiia o KAOK
outside military camps and could become operational by reservists. Now and then these units were
activated for taining. Like most of these reserve unit3l battailondisbanded until 2007.

22 medical regimenhad its origin in former 7 medichhttalionat Hamm. During a fundamental
reorganisation of the German forces after 2001, the medical services formedtheibranch and
7 regiment moved to Ahlen as 22 medical regiment. It didnt survive the latest reorganisation and
was integrated into other medical units in Germany until 2016.

252battalion military police, headquarter at Hilden, was responsible for thieole area of North
RhineWestphalia and deployed at different places in our federal state. Its former eioge the
reorganisation after 200vas 73Cbattalion military police and for many decades one of its
companies was deployed at Munstétandorf.Today thebattalionno longer exists, but has become
a part of no 2 regiment military police wittsheadquarter at Hilden near Diedorf. The military
policedetachment left Mlnster-Handorf.

On the right follows the emblem @&f31 battalion light infantry at Ahlen. Thisbattalionbelonged to
an active element of territorial defence, 53 brigademe defencgHeadquarter Diren near Cologne
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and Aachen)During a major organisation of the German Army beginning in 1970 six infantry
brigades were formed to strengthen fisce in the rear area. During the 1980ies these brigades also
received armour (M 4&iain battle tanks,upgraded to 105 mund artillery (field howitzers 105
mm) and some armoured personnel carriers M 113. Two of these brigades later became mechanized
to be able to fight in fist line of @ntral front. These brigadésome defenceincluding 53battalion,
disbanded after 1991.

The last two badges represent 20 armoured brigéd® at Iserlohmyvhich was also part oftf
armoureddivision.204 battalion armour moved from Hemer to Ahlen in 1980 and received main
o GGt S 0l y1264 baljeSmddraddve unit i 1992 and disbanded in 202975 the
major part of 11(attalionfield artilleryin Dilmen becam@05battalion field artillery and receved
M 109 G Thisbattalionstayed at Dilmen until 200Zhen it became a reserve unit which finally
disbanded in 2008.

Today there is only small military presence in our region. Munster is still the headquaa®tATO
corps. Originally it was planned as a joined army corps for Dutch and German landforces, but
continually it became an internationBIAT Cheadquarterunit. Camp Litzow in Minstédandorf is

the home of the stafsupport unit. Themilitary sports academyjn Warendorf has been gradually
extended and will not be abandonethe airfield and camat RheineBentlage is going to cloge
autumn 2017 Rumours go that there might Harther military use in future. Storage sites are left in
Rheine for equipmenénd in GronatEpe for medical supply. The German Army has transformed the
former British ammunition site at DorstéWulfen into the biggest ammunition storage facility on the
continent.Camp Westfalen at Ahlen has now become the home of a new bataillonassance

(no 7) with different equipment like light armoured verhicles, UAVs and radar. It belongs to 21
armoured brigade at Augustdorf and Unna. These places are situated east and south of our
region.(see map below). 21 brigade is one of the e@&tman armybrigades which are lefin the

order of battel. In 1989 the German Army comprised 42 active brigades, most of ttechanized or
armoured! There are only a few airforce subunits left at the airforce camp at Minster. They belong
to the central operational headquarter tfie German airforcat Kalkar/Uedem near River Rhine.

The last British units left Mlnster in 2014. In 2015 the British also gave up the two training sites
Borkenberge and Lavesum in our neighbour city Haltdow the situation in Eastern Europe has
causeda revision of military planning. The fact, that the-E@ces established Army Prepositioned
Stocks 2 in the Depot at Dilmen is a part of this process.



The following photos should give an impression of military lifeour regionin the last60 years

Luftwaffenkaserne
RichthofenstraBe

B

LS

chiitzenpanzer Marder vom Panzergrenadierbataillon 193 an der Verladerampe der
Litzow-Kaserne an der Bahnstrecke nach Osnabriick, Sommer 1979

I NY¥2dzNBR AYFlIYyiSNE @GSKAOf SA& aal NRSNI
a[ S2 LI NI brveémod @ MiinsteHandorf(photos taken in 1979)

Leopard 1 vom Panzerbataillon 194 im T-Bereich der Litzow-Kaserne in Handorf 1979
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Leopard 1 vom Panzerbataillon 194 beim technischen Halt in Laer wahrend der 'f'
niederlandischen Ubung ,Firm Riposte“im Herbst 1985

194 bn armour during the Dutch field training exer@s€ ¢ Firih Rlp(osteln October 1985
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German miliary deploymentof active unitan the 1980ies

@ Im September 1985 rollen Kampfpanzer Chieftain der britischen Armee von ihrer Garnison in
Miinster-Loddenheide tber die BundesstraRe 51 Richtung Osnabriick um an der Ubung
JTrutzige Sachsen“des |. Korps der Bundeswehr teilzunehmen.

BritishoChieftainsiof 4 mechanized t’rigade(UﬁK)are leaving Minsterd take part in the German
CorpsFTXa ¢ NHzG 1T A3S {F OKaSya Ay {SLIWGSYOSNI wm
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equipped by storage sites west of River RHiseCavalrpivcrossed the river anpbined the forces

of I Army Corps of the Netherlands (see the Landrover of a Dutch artillery unit)

L ,

Borken { i

Dieser Gepard des Flugabwehrpanzerregiments 7 hat mit anderen Truppen der 7.Panzerdivison
bei der Herbstubung ,Starke Wehr” 1982 die Bereitstellungsraumein den Waldern des Stid-
munsterlandsverlassen und rollt bei Bork Richtung Norden in den Einsatzraum.

'Y AN RSTSyOS aeadSY aDSLI NRAG FNRBY 71T AN RSTSy
Corps (GE) iBeptember 1982t Selm Bork not fr from Dulmen

oto zweies

des 71vorihren M 110 1986 i
Foto: Jorn Halberstadt De 71 hatte

Young soldiers of 71 bataillon field artillery in front of their heavy howitzers M 110 in Dilmen 1969.
At that time young men had to do compulsory military service for 18 months.
Odandnew:aM10® | 26 AGT SN 2F wnp o0y FASER FNIAfESNE |
artillery at Dalmen in summer 2002 soon befareegimentleft CampSt.Barbara .
A selfpropelled gun 176tm M 107from 71 bn during training at Grafenwohr in 1970.
The M 109Gs 0f205 arty were removeth summer 200Z he last unit left Dilmen in 2003.

10



